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Letter from Our Founder

Friends,

As we reflect on the close of another incredible year and look ahead to 2026, | am
once again overwhelmed with gratitude for the dedication, passion, and support of
our Jersey Ist community. Your unwavering belief in our mission has fueled
everything we have achieved and continues to inspire the work ahead.

Since 2018, Jersey 1st has remained steadfast in its mission to make New Jersey a
better place to live, learn, work, and retire. Thanks to your commitment, 2025 has
been one of our most impactful years yet.

This year, we expanded our reach across all 21 counties, strengthened partnerships
with community leaders and statewide organizations, and elevated the voices of
families, parents, small businesses, and taxpayers who deserve to be heard. Our
policy and grassroots efforts grew significantly in 2025, from advocating for tax
relief and education reforms to supporting energy affordability solutions and
empowering communities through events, training, and civic engagement.

We launched new initiatives that connected thousands of New Jerseyans to
resources, information, and opportunities. Our internship program continued to
thrive and prepare the next generation of leaders. Our volunteer network grew, our
message reached new audiences, and our presence throughout the state became
stronger than ever. Throughout 2025, we saw the power of grassroots advocacy and
the difference it can make when people unite around shared values.

This year has been defined by progress, momentum, and meaningful impact. As you
review the accomplishments outlined in this Annual Report, | hope you feel the same
pride we do for how far we have come, and the same excitement for what lies ahead.

In 2026, we will continue building on this foundation, expanding our work,
strengthening our community, and driving solutions that put New Jersey families
first. Your partnership remains essential as we continue shaping a future rooted in
opportunity, accountability, and transparency.

Thank you for being an integral part of the Jersey 1st family and for believing in the
work we do. Together, we are building a stronger and more vibrant New Jersey.

With heartfelt gratitude,

rsemarny Boch
S (L /.
Ju-é@a’w\ﬁ_/i /}ﬁ/ (JeCcyr v

President and Founder
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Board of Directors

Rosemary Becchi
President and Founder of
Jersey ' and NJP!

Partner at Brownstein Hyatt
Farber & Schreck

Marcela Crossman
Chairwoman

Senior Vice President at
Linedata

Mark Taylor

Mayor, Florham Park
Vice President at Kam
Marketing

Donica Cook
Retired

Karen Arakelian

Owner of “White House
Designs For Life” Homes
Furnishings, Hunter Douglas
and Interior Design

Our Leadership

Ashley Smith

Managing Director

It is truly an honor to be a
part of such a distinguished
and inspiring team.

Keri Donohue
Secretary
Attorney at
Rubenstein Law

Anthony Marinello
Owner of West Essex
Lawn Sprinklers

IBEW Local 102
Executive Board Officer

Barbara Deponte
Director of Advocacy &
Policy Initiatives at NYU
College of Dentistry

Brianna Turano
Commerical Insurance
Client Advisor at
Acrisure

Sara Holland
Of Counsel at
Connell Foley

Zachery Dora
Advocacy Director &

Internship Coordinator




Highlights

Jersey 1st remained steadfast in our mission to advance lower taxes, economic freedom, and
greater educational opportunity for families across New Jersey. Through strategic initiatives
and grassroots engagement, we worked to empower communities, encourage fiscal
responsibility, and promote policies that strengthen our state’s future.

This year, we proudly launched the Garden State Pathway to Prosperity Accountability
Campaign, a major statewide initiative holding legislators accountable for the decisions
affecting affordability, educational outcomes, and economic opportunity. By shining a light on
how policy choices impact everyday New Jerseyans, we helped drive conversations throughout
the state around transparency, responsible governance, and taxpayer-focused solutions.

54 31 32,008

interns completed our events hosted pledge signers

l m pa Ct internship program

Snapshot

145+ /8 550k

events attended Meetings with Voter Contacts
Legislators

In the News Radio/Media

NEWS| VERMONT Zox BFOXL
[\JAHON VIEWPOINT %:‘%}‘,{:E, NE% FOOKDS.

channal

JErsev101.5 NEWSMAX Bloomberg

California’s bad labor ideas are
knocking on New Jersey’s door

NJd.com

Jersey First TV
Becchi Talks Putting ‘Jersey 1st’ at a
Critical Time

NJBIA.org

Jersey 1st TV continues to stand at the forefront of New Jersey’s
media landscape, producing timely and accessible content that
keeps residents informed and engaged.

Real Talk with Fernando Uribe remains one of New Jersey’'s most-
watched political shows, averaging nearly 12,000 views per episode,
and featuring a wide range of influential guests.

ETHNIC NEW JERSEY MOVES RIGHT

This year, we launched Blueprints & Barriers: Decoding Affordable

Steve Cortes Housing in New Jersey!

A five-episode series discussing issues around high density housing
in NJ. This bipartisan series features experts including:

Kendra Lelie

Senator Holly Schepisi and Cherron Rountree
Mike Hanley and Matt Jessup

Mayors Mark Taylor, Jason Cilento and Jason Karr

Parental Rights and Homeschooling
Freedom

ONNJ Maornings with Ken Rosato
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Internship Program

As we celebrate five years of our internship program, we continue to grow and
strengthen a pipeline of future leaders dedicated to improving New Jersey. This
program provides students with real world experience, leadership development,
and opportunities to contribute to impactful work across the state. Many alumni
have gone on to pursue advanced degrees, public service, and even pass the bar
exam, reflecting the long-term impact of this program at a time when New Jersey
needs young voices at the table.

Over The Past_ Five Years

220 o e Over
‘ 325+

1 6 Trainings Events attended

165 + Meetings with Legislators and Think Tanks

65 75 + Highschools and

Colleges Represented
Guest Speakers = >

Testimonial

Through this internship | can confidently say I’'Ve grown “ ”

so much academically and as a person. I'm so grateful to

have had the opporttnity to fine tune some of my | am thankful to Jersey 1st for

research skills and be able to help you guys \fveek after an experience that will
week wherever | was needed. | had an especially great .

time at the holiday party and was inspired by all the continue to Shape my fUture'
speeches and the conversations | had with the guests.

This would not have been possible without you guys!

-Sophia, 2025 Fall Intern
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Grassroots Advocacy

From launching the Garden State Pathway to
Prosperity campaign to mobilizing hundreds
of volunteers across New Jersey, this year
marked a new level of growth and influence.
Our grassroots campaigns, community
engagement, and statewide advocacy efforts
played a pivotal role in shaping policy and
elevating the conversation on New Jersey's
future.

Leading Change.
Driving Action.
Delivering Results.

Policy and Advocacy

Major Issue Campaigns:

Say No to Murphy’s Tax Hikes

Stop The Shock: say no to increased energy
prices

Defend Homeschoolers in New Jersey

» Expanding Education Opportunity
(Interdistrict School Choice Program)

« Opposition to Municipal-Owned Broadband
(Cumberland County)

e Support the Federal Tax Credit Scholarship
Program

Impact By The Numbers

Doors Knocked Coalitions Created and Joined:

« Parental Rights Coalition including 4 other
organizations in NJ.

« High-Density Housing Coalition for mayors &
council members

« Independent Contractors fighting to protect
flexible work and economic opportunity

« Yes. Every. Kid’s No More Lines Coalition

Event Attendees » Climate Superfund Coalition standing against

higher energy costs

Emails and Letters sent to New Jerseyans

Major Grassroots Campaign:
« The Garden State Pathway to prosperity: A
Statewide Movement for Affordability,
Accountability, and Civic Engagement

Key Vote Alerts Sent to Legislators

Events Throughout NJ

Below are a few highlights from our events hosted:
2025 Launch Legislative Breakfast at the Lobby Club in Trenton
Ocean County Pancakes and Policy with over 200+ attendees
Pizza and Policy, expanding our presence in Hunterdon County
One Big Beautiful Bill Event with in partnership with NJBIA, Tax
Foundation and Americans For Prosperity
Jersey 1°* End of Summer Internship Celebration
From Socialist Nightmare to American Dream in Jersey City with The Libre
Initiative
Annual Holiday Party in Fairfield, NJ
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Garden State Pathway To Prosperity

This year, Jersey 1st took a major step forward with the
launch of the Garden State Pathway to Prosperity, a
landmark accountability campaign created in
partnership with Americans for Prosperity. Together, we
built a powerful statewide initiative designed to
educate voters, mobilize communities, and highlight the
policies shaping New Jersey’s future.

Through coordinated field operations, grassroots
training, strategic communications, and large-scale
voter outreach, the Garden State Pathway to Prosperity
brought unprecedented attention to the issues
impacting everyday New Jerseyans — affordability,
education, taxes, and economic opportunity. Our joint
efforts helped shine a spotlight on how legislative
choices affect families and businesses, driving
conversations across all 21 counties around
transparency, responsible governance, and taxpayer-
first solutions.

# AFP

NEW JERSEY

40 1K+ 100+

By The Volunteer Door Doors Knocked Volunteers Activated
Knockers

5 6,220 550K

Mailers Sent Post Cards Sent Voter Contacts

Numbers

TRENTON POLITICIANS WANT YOU TO PAY MORE AND GET LESS

These results are made possible by supporters like you. Thank you. With
continued partnership, we can keep advancing prosperity across New Jersey.
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Looking Ahead To 2026

Jersey 1st is dedicated to activating and educating voters by connecting them
with issues that impact their daily lives. Through grassroots outreach, strategic
partnerships, and digital advocacy, we aim to engage communities, equip
volunteers, and drive voter participation. Additionally, we plan to influence policy
decisions within the New Jersey State Legislature "under the dome” to ensure
that the voices of New Jersey residents are represented in the policymaking

process.

In the New Year We Plan To:

Develop & Train New Jersey’s Next
Generation of Leaders

Jersey 1Ist will expand its internship and
leadership development programs to equip
young people with the skills, mentorship, and
real-world experience they need to shape New
Jersey’s future. Our goal is simple: build and
retain a strong pipeline of leaders committed to
serving New Jersey.

Grow the Garden State Pathway to
Prosperity Campaign

We will continue scaling this statewide
accountability initiative to educate residents,
engage communities, and advance policies that
support affordability and opportunity. The
Garden State Pathway to Prosperity will remain
our flagship grassroots effort, reaching more
voters and activating supporters.

Your support fuels our mission—help us drive positive
change in New Jersey by making a contribution today.

Checks can be mailed to
PO Box 32
Morristown, NJ 07963

Jersey 1st Annual Repor

Expand Grassroots Engagement &

Community Training

Jersey 1st will deepen its volunteer network, offer civic
training opportunities, and empower residents to
become effective advocates. Through workshops,
community conversations, and strategic partnerships,
we will strengthen civic participation and leadership
capacity across New Jersey.

America 250: Reuniting New Jersey Around

Shared Values

As we approach America’s 250th anniversary, Jersey 1st
will lead efforts to reconnect New Jerseyans with the
values that unite us—freedom, opportunity,
responsibility, and service. Through events, dialogues,
and educational programs, we will help bring
communities together during this historic milestone
year.

Scan the QR Code Below to
Make a Donation Today!



We couldn’t have
done it without your
generous support

We would not be where we are today without the generous support from our donors and
volunteers. We look forward to continue to work with each and every one of you in 2026!

@ jerseylst.org

J ERS EY ST @ Jersey Ist

jersey.lst

X Jrsylst
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